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individual precept or section taught (the level at which I receive the data).

1

Politics 345:

1.1

Course Description

Would universal health insurance improve the health of the poor? Do patterns of arrests in
US cities show evidence of racial profiling? What accounts for who votes and their choice
of candidates? This course will teach students how to address these and other social science
questions by analyzing quantitative data. The course introduces basic principles of statistical
inference and programming skills for data analysis. The goal is to provide students with the
foundation necessary to analyze data in their own research and to become critical consumers
of statistical claims made in the news media, in policy reports, and in academic research.
Individual Role
In this course, I was the preceptor (TA) for two sections of approximately 12 students which
met for 80 minutes each once per week. These precepts focused on review and application of
the lecture material using hands-on workshops using R to analyze data. I also held two hours
of office hours per week which were open to all 282 students enrolled in the course. Outside
of these office hours, I also engaged in one-on-one tutoring and consultation with students
between two and five times a week. I was also responsible for the development of course
materials. Including workshop slides, coding cheat sheets, and two of the three problem sets
used in the course, one of which was based on my own research looking at Conflict Induced
Displacement in Iraq’s war against ISIL.
Sample Reading List
• Imai, Kosuke, Quantitative Social Science: An Introduction
• OpenIntro: Statistics, https://www.openintro.org/stat/
Reading/Writing Assignments
Weekly problem sets that include both analytical questions and computer programming. This
course requires students to keep up with materials each week through frequent problem sets
and quizzes.
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Requirements/Grading
• Take home final exam - 25%
• Programming assignments - 10%
• Quizzes - 20%
• Problem set(s) - 45%
Prerequisites and Restrictions
(1) High School algebra. Familiarity with elementary probability theory and computer programming is useful, but not required. (2) The course also serves as the prerequisite for
students who wish to learn more about statistics in POL 346.
Other Information
This course satisfies a requirement for Politics, Sociology, and Woodrow Wilson School
majors. It also satisfies the foundations of statistics requirement for the Certificate Program
on Statistics and Machine Learning.

1.2

Instructor Evaluations

Precept p09

Figure 1: Instructor Score Analysis: Instructor-specific evaluations relative to course average, division
average, undergrad average, and department average. Number of Respondents = 8
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Figure 2: Qualitative Feedback on Precepts.
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Precept p08A

Figure 3: Instructor Score Analysis: Instructor-specific evaluations relative to course average, division
average, undergrad average, and department average. Number of Respondents = 11

Figure 4: Qualitative Feedback on Precepts.

4

